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https://aquacross.euImage source: https://aquacross.eu/sites/default/files/D3_3_03.pdf, European Union’s Horizon 2020 Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation grant agreement No. 642317)
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11   The AQUACROSS Innovative Concept- Executive Summary 

between both systems, shedding light on areas where improved understanding is necessary to 
ensure the sustainability and resilience of both systems.  

Figure 4: System relationships: combining socio-economic and ecological systems 

 
Source: Own elaboration 

5    A Q U A C R O S S  S t r a t e g y  

Building upon the AQUACROSS Design pictured in Figure 4 above, the AQUACROSS Strategy 
extracts the key points of the overall socio-economic system (SES) and pairs these points with 
models and tools that can possibly be used to analyse them. This two-step process of (1) 
identifying the key points and their available information and (2) pairing them with scientific 
models and tools for analysis, aims to clarify how the different key points link to each other 
within the overall design. In so doing, the strategy helps to make the AQUACROSS concept and 
design more operational and better able to inform the AQUACROSS Assessment Framework. 
This heuristic method, or approach to problem solving, allows flexibility and room for 
adjustment as the project develops.  

5.1  Key Points of the AQUACROSS Design 

Utilising the adapted DPSIR framework previously described in section 4.1, the first step of the 
AQUACROSS Strategy extracts the key points of scientific and policy interest from the 
interaction between the socio-economic and ecological systems. Nine points were identified as 
key areas of interest, depicted in the grey circle surrounding the linked systems in Figure 5. 
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Socio-economic and ecological systems

Image source: Gómez et al. (2016) The AQUACROSS Innovative Concept. Deliverable 3.1, European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for Research and Innovation grant agreement No. 642317)
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Image source: Schematic representation of the three key questions that underpin the need for 
mapping and assessment of ecosystem services. (Image source: EC DG JRC MAES WG)
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• dashed box - management area 
• green square (P) - location of the production
• orange circle (B) - location of the benefits 

relative to the management area 



EUROGEO WORKSHOP 2023

BOLZANO 2-4 OCTOBER 2023

SUPPORT the implementation of
Climate and Biodiversity policies
in the context of the European
Green Deal, the new EU Nature
Restoration Law and the
implementation of the Land Use,
Land Use Change and Forestry
(LULUCF) Regulation with respect
to the inclusion of wetland
restoration activities

INTEGRATEGATHER UPSCALE
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Thank you!

Ana Lillebø


